Septémber 19, 2002

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW e
Washington, DC 20554 e

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are cructally important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functicning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemnet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, | am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely,
Jolie D De Pauw

29 Bayo Vista Way
San Rafael, CA 94901-1619
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Dear FCC Chainnan Michael Powell,

[ am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is alrecady damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, owmership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of farmiliar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, T am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

[ also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Samuel V Nickels

340 Maryland Ave
Harrisonburg, VA 22801-1823
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper mdustries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Ellen Moore

301 Shepard Ter
Madison, WI 53705-3617
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am wnting to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations, The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
vet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearning where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely,
Roger Batchelder

3336 318T St
San Diego, CA 92104-4620



September 19, 2002

Ryt
Chairman Michael Powell Cep 277 2007
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW LI O VLS O GO i
Washington, DC 20554 e e

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

l am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media,

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I'look forward to hearing where you stand on this nnportant issue.
Sincerely,
Susan K Barnhill

1675 Union Square Rd
West Sacramento, CA 95691-5178
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support guiting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business “efficiencies,"
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, [ am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I'look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Jean M Connors

43 Wyoming Ave
Malden, MA 02148-1332
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Dear Chairman Michael Powell,

We are writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent
near total concentration of ownership i the clutches of a few corporations. The current
domination of the radio, broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is
already damaging our democracy. Already dramatically loosened over the past decade,
ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television network from owning
stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we
are to protect our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary
bedrock foundation for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible
news coverage and the presentation of a broad range of political views have become
increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all radio and television stations.
Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political coverage, and
even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to
new media avenues like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the
same handful of familiar names dominating what information the vast majority of Americans
receive on a daily basis. The massive telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership
regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,” yet it is the FCC's responsibility to
defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, we are asking you to stand up for the free
marketplace of ideas supported by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and
strengthening current limits on media ownership consolidation.

We also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their
views, rather than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from
changing the FCC's rules.

We look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Ezra B. and Sandra B. Mann
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Dear FCC Chaimman Michael Powell,

I am writing 1o urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a fiee, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencics,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue,
Sincerely,
Diane Spearly

105 Circadian Way
Chapel Hill, NC 27516-4604
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordmary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

[ look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Joel A Green

2521 Davis St Apt A
Boise, IID 83702-2222
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

['am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a smgle company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Foundmg Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radic and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private mterests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,"”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you m the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I'look forward to hearing where you stand on this mmportant i1ssue.
Sincerely,
Andrew Middleton

407A Prospect Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11215-3608
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

[ am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation’s homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are cructally important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly alt
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverape, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receave on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Denmnis J Fleming

973 Sierra Vista Ln
Valley Cottage, NY 10989-2724
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

1 am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what mformation the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet 1t 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations,

As part of your 90-day comment period, T am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

T look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Daryl Bulkley

619 Clay St Apt 206
Port Townsend, WA 98368-5802
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America’s Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangercus demagoguery have becorne the nonm in America'’s mainstreamn media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

1 also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Richard Rosenstein

2194 Century Hl
Los Angeles, CA 90067-3502
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, 1 am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
David Knutzen

5096 Tuggle Ln
Waunakee, W1 535979512
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for 2 functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departinents, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, [ am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consclidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

1 look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Melinda A Stockmann

62 Bay State Ave 2
Somerville, MA 02144-2134
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Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

I'am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is alteady damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosened over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are cructally important if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America's mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Intemet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what information the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "cfficiencies,”
vet 1t 1s the FCC's responsibility to defend the nghts of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported
by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership

consolidation.

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their views, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Il Winegardner

629 Palm Ave
Watsonville, CA 95076-4036
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September 19, 2002
SEp 27 200/

Chairman Michael Powell Proedie, i "*":“‘”W’
Federal Communications Commission SR e

445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael Powell,

[ am writing to urge you to strengthen, not repeal, the few remaining rules that prevent near total

concentration of ownership in the clutches of a few corporations. The current domination of the radio,
broadcast and newspaper industries by a handful of companies is already damaging our democracy. Already
dramatically loosenred over the past decade, ownership restrictions that, for example, keep a single television
network from owning stations that broadcast to more than 35 percent of the nation's homes or a single company
from owning more than eight radio stations in the same market, are crucially umportant if we are to protect

our nation from the very real dangers of media monopolies.

As America's Founding Fathers understood, a free, diverse and vigorous press is a necessary bedrock foundation
for a functioning democracy. In recent decades, however, responsible news coverage and the presentation of a
broad range of political views have become increasingly threatened. Corporate chains now control nearly all
radio and television stations. Massive budget cutbacks for news departments, the dumbing-down of political
coverage, and even dangerous demagoguery have become the norm in America'’s mainstream media.

Those private interests who support gutting the FCC's media ownership regulations point to new media avenues
like cable television and the Internet. Here, too, however, we find the same handful of familiar names
dominating what mformation the vast majority of Americans receive on a daily basis. The massive
telecommunications lobby defends repeal of ownership regulations as a source of new business "efficiencies,”
yet it is the FCC's responsibility to defend the rights of consumers not corporations.

As part of your 90-day comment period, I am asking you to stand up for the free marketplace of ideas supported

by a free, diverse and independent press by supporting and strengthening current limits on media ownership
consolidation,

I also want to urge you in the strongest way to reach out to ordinary citizens to hear their vicws, rather
than to the well-paid lobbyists of those who stand to benefit financially from changing the FCC's rules.

I look forward to hearing where you stand on this important issue.
Sincerely,
Anne K Johnson

7 Saint James P1 Apt 101
New York, NY 10038-1227



